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About Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics

Gokhale Institute is a 93-year old institution of education and research. It is deemed
university under the UGC. The institution is dedicated to research that leads to
solutions or actions towards sustainable development. The project aim is analyse
issues related to social and ecological development, environmental degradation,
renewable energy, bio economy and sustainable livelihood for rural communities.

The biodiversity of flora and fauna of Sahyadri under threat due to human activities -
mining, deforestation, forest fires

The Northern Western Ghats, or Sahyadri as they are called in Maharashtra, are
under incessant attack from short-sighted human economic activities. That includes mining,
tourism, dairy industry, and timber and non-timber forest produce. This has short and long-
run impacts like depletion of natural resources, loss of biodiversity and degradation of
ecosystems, and loss of habitat. This has led to distress migration, mostly in search of work
in the unorganized sector and severe buildup of socio-economic stress on weaker sections
of society- aged, women and children.

Mining falls within the purview of government policy. Tourism in the hill forests is directly
facilitated by shifting of demarcation of protected zones, reserved forests, buffer zones etc.,
also a matter of policy. High-level engagement and strong, well-structured advocacy is
needed to influence policy on these issues. However, the milk industry is a well-hidden, but
deep-rooted factor that is causing significant destruction in the Sahyadris. This, along with
the demand for other forest produce,lies in the realm of livelihood, loosely considered a
part of ‘agriculture’ and
therefore politically sensitive.



The only way any meaningful impact can happen seems to be through enlightened public
participation and a shift in current practices. This in turn can only happen through
consistent and widespread public awareness. Public awareness campaigns are typically
long-drawn and need a lot of determined effort. The impact, if any, is rarely quick and
dramatic. Influencing public opinion is perhaps the toughest stage in social change-making
endeavor and hence not very popular among supporting institutions, who prefer acts that
will be easy to measure and quantify, that will make them popular among the target
population, and give visibly pleasing ‘results’ in the short term.The fact remains that public
awareness is the very first mandatory requirement for any kind of further movement
towards change.

Problem of Land Ownership:
● Majority of farmers have small landholdings and divided land patch into families

impacted on resources of agriculture productivity and income generation.
● Forest Fires: Frequent fires from March to May end, often caused by burning grass

for livestock fodder. Adversely affects agriculture and livelihoods.
● Insufficient Income: Monsoon crops from small plots fail to provide adequate

income.
● Youth Migration: Young residents leave for cities due to a lack of local

opportunities.
● Untapped Opportunities: Numerous livelihood options and government schemes

exist but are underutilized due to low awareness and lack of sustainable resource
management.

Conclusions on problem statement:
● Highlight the importance of conservation and sustainable resource management in

the Sahyadri villages.
● Engage youth and residents’ farmers to connect ecological conservation with long-

term local prosperity.
● Career Guidance for youth, farmers- Suggest career paths that ensure Permanent

local jobs
● Financial stability

3 core principles of action:
● Organization: Promote community-driven initiatives.
● Conservation: Protect and sustainably manage natural resources.
● Value Addition: Enhance resource-based livelihoods.



Project Implementation in the year 2024-25:
● Satara and Kolhapur District
● 11 sub- districts of Satara and Kolhapur
● Villages in the hilly areas of Sahyadri belt-

. Satara: Wai, Patan, Jaoli, and Mahabaleshwar.
Kolhapur: Radha Nagari, Shahu wadi, Panhala, Chandgad,
Ajra, and Bhudargad.

Major Activities completed in the Year 2024-2025.
● IEC Materials prepared :

❖ Created videos for awareness on social media - Dr. Madhav Gadgil ,Mandar Datar
from Aagharkar Institute, Dr. Gurudas Nulkar,Mr. Narendra Khot etc.

❖ The training/documentary film, website, farmer guide booklet, and social
media platform (YouTube) for awareness sessions in Satara and Kolhapur districts.

Web site: https://www.csd.gipe.ac.in> Mission-sahyadri

● Train–The–Trainers(TOTs) Program:
❖ Pachwad,Satara & Shivaji University,Kolhapur
❖ 20+ Sessions conducted.
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● Participation in various Exhibitions:
Kisan exhibition with the motive of spreading awareness of this movement and approach
of involving farmers in this movement and youth involvement.

● Awareness and Collaboration with Government Authorities:
Various stakeholders like Milk Producers company,Political leaders, Govt.Officials.
Meeting at CMO Office,Mumbai(OSDs to CM-Mahashtra)
Meeting with the Collectors of Kolhapur and Satara.

Meeting with DM Kolhapur District

Meeting with District Agriculture officer Satara District



● Public Awareness Session in villages:

● Media coverage
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